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NATIONAL JUNETEENTH
CELEBRATION

HON. ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS
OF MARYLAND

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 27, 2000

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, today I pay
tribute to the Juneteenth National Museum, lo-
cated in my home district of Baltimore, MD.,
and in observance of the National Juneteenth
Celebration.

On June 17–18, 2000, the Juneteenth Na-
tional Museum held its 12th annual
‘‘Juneteenth’’ celebration commemorating the
Emancipation Proclamation. Juneteenth is
generally celebrated on June 19, which is con-
sidered as the day of emancipation from slav-
ery of African-Americans in Texas. It was this
day in 1866 that Union Major General Gordon
Granger read General Order #3 to the people
of Galveston, Texas, informing them of their
new status as free men. Since then,
Juneteenth was celebrated in Texas, and
quickly spread to other southern states, such
as Louisiana, Arkansas, Oklahoma, and even-
tually the rest of the country. In addition to a
festival, the celebration included the purchase
of lands or ‘‘emancipation grounds’’ by freed
slaves in honor of the celebration. On January
1, 1980, under the provisions of House Bill
No. 1016, the 66th Congress of the United
States declared June 19th ‘‘Emancipation Day
in Texas,’’ making Juneteenth a legal state
holiday.

Juneteenth is an important event in Balti-
more that celebrates American history and his-
torical figures. The annual occurrence of
Juneteenth attracts people from across the
state to downtown Baltimore in observance of
this event. Among the various festivities, the
celebration included lectures on important his-
torical figures and events, spoken word read-
ings, and food venues that satisfied every
taste imaginable. There were shopping oppor-
tunities for antique buffs, and a vast array of
arts and crafts available for purchase.
Attendees were able to tour the Underground
Railroad site, the Mother Seton House, the
Hampton National Park, Auburn Cemetery,
and Historic East Baltimore on one of the
Juneteenth van tours. Festivalgoers were also
able to see slave artifacts and collect the
Juneteenth commerative plates by Terra
Treasures. Stamp collectors appreciated the
first Juneteenth Post Office cachet.

Further, the Juneteenth festival also fea-
tured a Sweet Potato Pie contest, folklore and
street dance, a Musical Craft Show, Double
Dutch rope, and an Islamic Exhibit. Lastly, the
festival would not be complete without the
sounds of gospel and jazz. The attendees
celebrated the 100th anniversary of the Negro
National Anthem ‘‘Lift Every Voice and Sing’’
and the winner of the Billie Holiday Blues Con-
test graced all with moving hymns.

The Juneteenth Festival has grown to be a
vitally important part of not only Baltimore, but
African-American culture as well. True to tradi-

tion, this year’s celebration proved to be as
exciting as ever.

I congratulate Juneteenth National Museum
on a successful Juneteenth celebration!
f

IN HONOR OF THE LATE WILLIAM
SENQUIZ

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 27, 2000

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, today I honor
the memory of William Senquiz on the tenth
anniversary of his death.

William Senquiz was the first director of
Esperanza, Inc., a non-profit organization
which provides educational services to His-
panic students from elementary school
through college. This organization, whose
name, Esperanza, means ‘‘hope’’ in Spanish,
has given assistance to Hispanic students in
the Greater Cleveland area since 1983.

William Senquiz, the first director of the pro-
gram, was a native of Lorain, Ohio, and a
graduate of Bowling Green State University.
He died in June, 1990, at the young age of
32. In his honor, Esperanza, Inc., along with
several other organizations, established the
William Senquiz Endowment Fund in 1990 to
realize Willie’s dream of establishing a fund
that would serve as a continual source of
scholarship funds for the Hispanic community.

Willie Senquiz was a mentor and teacher
whose deep commitment to the Hispanic
youth in the Greater Cleveland area is an ex-
ample to us all.

My fellow colleagues, please join with me in
honoring William Senquiz’s memory on the
tenth anniversary of his death.
f

INTRODUCTION OF THE
CLASSROOM MODERNIZATION ACT

HON. HOWARD P. ‘‘BUCK’’ McKEON
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 27, 2000

Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Speaker, today, I join
with my other colleagues on the Education
and the Workforce Committee—Committee
Chairman BILL GOODLING, Early Childhood
Subcommittee Chairman MIKE CASTLE, and
JOHNNY ISAKSON—to introduce the Classroom
Modernization Act.

I support this legislation because it is a rea-
sonable and, more importantly, a responsible
solution to our nation’s school improvement
and construction needs from a federal level.
The building of new schools or the major ren-
ovations of existing ones has always been left
to the states and local school districts. And it
should continue to be that way.

Instead, the Classroom Modernization Act is
responsible to the needs of the American tax-
payer, our school boards, and our children.

It is responsible to the American taxpayer
because it provides for a limited program
aimed at fulfilling the most important needs of
America’s schools. We do not open the fed-
eral coffers to a broad, new—and potentially
very costly—construction plan.

It is responsible to our school boards be-
cause it doesn’t make promises the federal
government cannot keep. Instead of promising
them new schools paid for with federal dollars,
we are promising them assistance to meet
mandates and standards imposed on them by
the federal government.

Finally, it is responsible to our children be-
cause through this legislation, we will give
special needs students access to school build-
ings; we will make schools safer; and we will
provide them with the resources they need to
be ready to join the New Economy of the 2st
Century.

To conclude, I want to thank Chairman
GOODLING, Chairman CASTLE, Mr. ISAKSON,
and the other Members who have worked to
put this legislation together. It was truly a col-
laborative process.

I want to urge all my colleagues to support
this legislation. Thank you.
f

H.R. 4365, THE CHILDREN’S
HEALTH ACT

HON. J.D. HAYWORTH
OF ARIZONA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 27, 2000

Mr. HAYWORTH. Mr. Speaker, autism is a
severe, lifelong neurological disorder that usu-
ally manifests itself in children during the first
two years of life and causes impairment in lan-
guage, cognition and communication. For over
forty years autism was thought to be an emo-
tional disorder caused by trauma or bad par-
enting. This tragic mistake resulted in the loss
of an entire generation of children to medical
progress. Now that we know that autism is, in
fact, a medical disorder for which medical
treatments and a cure can and will be found,
we must devote appropriate resources.

Autism is the third most common develop-
mental disorder to affect children, following
mental retardation and cerebral palsy. Autism
currently affects over 400,000 individuals in
the U.S. and I in every 500 children born
today. Autism is more prevalent than Down
syndrome, childhood cancer or cystic fibrosis.

Because we currently don’t know what
causes autism, it is imperative that we seek a
better understanding of its origins. Some be-
lieve passionately that vaccines cause autism.
Some evidence links the disorder to environ-
mental factors, as evidenced by autism ‘‘clus-
ters’’. Others point to genetic causes, and still
some others to a combination of the two. The
bottom line is that we just don’t know. This il-
lustrates the need for a greater federal com-
mitment to epidemiological and basic clinical
research to get to the root cause of this dev-
astating developmental disorder.
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I strongly support legislative efforts to im-

prove surveillance of autism and enhance fed-
eral research to prevent, treat and one day
cure this developmental disorder. H.R. 4365,
the Children’s Health Act, would expand re-
search and prevention activities in a number
of childhood diseases.

Importantly, H.R. 4365 would help unravel
the mystery of autism. This legislation would
create up to five Centers of Excellence for au-
tism. The bill would create a centralized and
open facility for gene and brain banking, which
is essential for scientific progress in autism.
H.R. 4365 would also develop an autism
awareness campaign for the public and physi-
cians. Finally, it would bring together the re-
sources of NIH, CSC, and DHHS to attack the
problem of autism.

I look forward to working with my colleagues
toward the enactment of this important legisla-
tion and other measures that will help move
us toward finding a cure for autism.
f

TURKEY IN THE KOREAN WAR

HON. JOHN P. MURTHA
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 27, 2000

Mr. MURTHA. Mr. Speaker, as someone
who joined the Marine Corps during the Ko-
rean War, I’ve always felt strongly about our
allies in Turkey.

As we mark the 50-year anniversary of the
start of the Korean War on June 25th, the
Turkish military’s bravery and heroism deserve
great praise. The Turkish Brigade dem-
onstrated superior combat capability and cour-
age from the critical moment it entered the
battlefield in October 1950, through the cease-
fire agreement of July 1953.

Turkey provided the fifth-largest military con-
tingent among United Nations forces—5,453
soldiers at the peak of the war. The Turkish
Brigade is credited with saving the U.S. Eighth
Army and the IX Army Corps from encircle-
ment by communist enemies, and the 2nd Di-
vision from total destruction during critical bat-
tles in November 1950.

United Nations’ Forces Commander in Chief
General Douglas MacArthur said ‘‘The Turks
are the hero of heroes. There is no impos-
sibility for the Turkish Brigade.’’

No enemy attack succeeded in penetrating
the front of the Turkish Brigade, while British
and American forces were forced to withdraw
from defensive lines. Even though out of am-
munition, the Turks affixed their bayonets and
attacked the enemy, eventually in hand-to-
hand combat. The Turks succeeded in with-
drawing by continuous combat and carrying
their injured comrades from the battlefield on
their backs.

Among the twenty U.N. Members contrib-
uting military forces in Korea, Time Magazine
praised the Turkish Brigade for its courageous
battles and for ‘‘creating a favorable effect on
the whole United Nations Forces.’’ A U.S.
radio commentary in December 1950 thanked
the Turkish Brigade’s heroism for giving hope
to a demoralized American nation.

Although the Korean War is often called
‘‘the Forgotten War,’’ partly because it ended
inconclusively with no real winner, the fierce
combat ability of the Turkish Brigade should
never be forgotten. The 717 Turkish soldiers

killed in action, and the 2,413 wounded in ac-
tion, represent the highest casualty rate of any
U.N. element engaged in the fighting. The
simple white grave markers in a green field
near Pusan will eternally remind us of the he-
roic soldiers of a heroic nation.

f

IN HONOR OF TIGER WOODS

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 27, 2000

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today, to
honor a living sports hero of our time. Having
entertained millions around the world with his
incredible skill and superb sportsmanship, the
great Tiger Woods has most certainly earned
the title of American Sports Legend. With a
record-breaking 15-shot win at the U.S. Open
last week, Tiger Woods once again amazed
the golf world. This latest victory is now added
to the long list of accomplishments that Tiger
has achieved in his very impressive career.

Tiger Woods showed himself to be an ex-
ceptional athlete from very early on. He has
had a remarkable beginning since becoming a
professional golfer in the summer of 1996. He
has won an impressive 22 tournaments, with
16 of those being on the PGA Tour. Most
memorable was Tiger’s victory in the 1999
PGA Championship and the 1997 Masters
Tournament. With the latter, Tiger set yet an-
other record by becoming the youngest Mas-
ters Champion in the history of golf; he was
21 years old.

This, however, is not the only record Mr.
Woods has set. His 21 victories at age 23 ex-
ceed the career start of any other professional
golfer. He won four consecutive PGA Tour
events to end 1999, and started the millen-
nium off with a fifth straight victory. This streak
has only been surpassed by two other golfers
more than 50 years ago. And possibly even
more impressive is the fact that in Tiger
Woods’ last 21 PGA Tour starts, he has won
12 of them.

But how can any of us forget the sight of
Tiger Woods this past weekend? As I watched
Mr. Woods outshine his already astounding
performances, I felt inspired by his motivation,
his spirit, and his poise. I must admit, how-
ever, that I was most impressed by his drive.
His drive not only to perform, but also his
drive on the ball.

In the words of Tom Watson ‘‘Tiger has
raised the bar.‘‘ He has become, in the opin-
ion of many, the best in professional golf. His
story illustrates the value of practice, hard
work, and positive character. The most as-
tounding idea, however, is that his story is
only beginning. America will watch in wonder
at how much more Mr. Woods will accomplish
in his future matches.

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and our colleagues
to join me in congratulating Tiger Woods for
his outstanding accomplishments. America
should be proud to have such a fine athlete
and such a fine citizen.

INTEREST RATE RESOLUTION

HON. JOHN ELIAS BALDACCI
OF MAINE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 27, 2000

Mr. BALDACCI. Mr. Speaker, I rise this
evening to introduce a sense of the House
resolution with respect to interest rates.

As we all know, the Federal Reserve Board
met today, and will meet again tomorrow, after
which we will find out if interest rates will rise
yet again, or remain at the current level. With
six increases over the last year, we have seen
a significant rise in rates. I recognize the Fed-
eral Reserve is doing the best job it can to
maintain the longest economic expansion in
U.S. history by keeping any signs of inflation
in check. However, at this point I am con-
vinced that any further increases could seri-
ously impact ordinary working Americans with-
out providing any sort of benefit.

Recent economic reports suggest that the
economy is slowing in response to prior rate
increases. Retail sales dropped in April and
May, unemployment increased in May, and
new home starts have decreased by 10%
since December.

Just a few weeks ago, a number of our col-
leagues sent a letter to the Federal Reserve
urging the board not to raise interest rates at
their next meeting. They maintained that it
could ‘‘lead to an unnecessary and socially
damaging increase in unemployment without
any significant offsetting advantage.’’

I agree with that sentiment. In addition to in-
creased unemployment, it would raise bor-
rowing costs yet again for working people and
make it more difficult to purchase a home.
While I understand the Fed’s intent to engi-
neer a ‘‘soft landing,’’ do we really need addi-
tional actions to slow the economy when it is
clear that is already occurring? As a follow up
to the letter our colleagues sent to the Federal
Reserve, I am introducing a resolution ex-
pressing the sense of the House that the
Board of Governors should take action to de-
crease, or at a minimum not raise interest
rates further at this time. I think it’s important
that we send the Fed a message about the
impact continued increases will have on work-
ing families back in our districts. I hope you
will join me in supporting this resolution.
f

RECOGNITION OF KOREAN WAR
VETERAN STAFF SERGEANT
MIGUEL BACH

HON. NYDIA M. VELA
´
ZQUEZ

OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 27, 2000

Ms. VELA
´
ZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, today, on

the 50th anniversary of the day President
Harry S Truman ordered military intervention
in Korea, I honor the combat veterans of that
war. I would specifically like to recognize the
efforts of one of my constituents, Staff Ser-
geant Miguel Bach, a highly decorated vet-
eran.

Visitors to our Nation’s Korean War Memo-
rial, here in Washington DC will read a simple,
yet true phrase inscribed on the wall: ‘‘Free-
dom is not free.’’ Few know the complete truth
of this quote so well as our veterans of the
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Korean war. We owe them a debt of gratitude
which we can never repay. For these are the
men and women who risked their lives to de-
fend the freedom of another country, and in
doing so defended our own freedom.

I am very proud to represent the many vet-
erans who reside in New York’s 12th District.
Today, however, I would like to take a mo-
ment to commemorate the valor of one of
those veterans. Mr. Miguel Bach, who is one
of my constituents, is highly decorated veteran
of the Korean war. He served in Korea with
the 7th Infantry Division and the 45th Infantry
Division. While on active duty in Korea in De-
cember of 1952, then Private First Class Bach
was wounded during a battle in North Korea.
For this he was awarded the Purple Heart. He
later attained the rank of staff sergeant. In ad-
dition to the Purple Heart, Staff Sgt. Bach has
been awarded with the Silver Star, Legion of
Merit and the Bronze Star for his service to
the nation.

This nation owes its many freedoms to the
thousands of men and women who have
shown courage, such as that displayed by
Staff Sgt. Bach. I wish to personally thank
each and every one of our combat veterans.
On this day I specifically wish to extend my
warmest thanks to our veterans of the Korean
war and say how proud I am to represent Staff
Sergeant Bach and his many fellow Korean
war veterans in New York’s 12th District. Our
nation is forever in their debt.
f

TRIBUTE TO CAPTAIN DAVID
MOORE

HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 27, 2000

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay tribute
to a special service officer, Captain David
Moore, commander of Coast Guard Group
and Air Station Corpus Christi, who retires this
week.

Captain Moore is the model service officer
for the Coast Guard. In addition to just being
an outstanding man, he deals squarely with
whatever comes up, and he is a tireless advo-
cate for the United States Coast Guard and
the men and women who serve in his com-
mand.

This Coastie from the heartland (Iowa)
began his service with the U.S. Coast Guard
as a deck watch officer aboard the Coast
Guard lcebreaker Glacier, deployed to both
the Arctic and Antarctica, where he developed
a love of the earth’s polar regions. He later
earned his Naval aviator wings in Pensacola,
FL.

While stationed in Alabama, after his first
Coast Guard aviation tour, he was the oper-
ational commander for recovery operations
after the onslaught of Hurricane Frederick.
More importantly, while there, he met and
married the former Lisa Scott of Mobile, Ala-
bama.

Returning to the Arctic, Captain Moore was
stationed at Kodiak, Alaska. Following that, he
moved to Air Station San Francisco where he
deployed support to the Exxon Valdez cleanup
and responded to the San Francisco Bay Area
earthquake in 1988.

In 1994, he returned to Alaska, stationed at
Coast Guard Air Station Sitka, the area to

which he and Lisa will return upon his retire-
ment. In 1996, he went south again, this time
as chief of the Intelligence Division, Coast
Guard Pacific Area in Alameda, California. He
came to South Texas in 1998, assuming com-
mand of Group and Air Station Corpus Christi.

During his time in South Texas, he has
overseen a growth in the Coast Guard facili-
ties in Port Isabel/South Padre Island and was
the incident commander for Hurricane Brett
last year.

He is highly decorated; his personal awards
for service include: 4 Coast Guard Com-
mendation Medals, 4 Coast Guard Unit Com-
mendations, 6 Coast Guard Meritorious Unit
Commendations, a Navy Meritorious Unit
Commendation, 5 Humanitarian Service Med-
als and both the Arctic and Antarctica Service
Medals. Captain Moore has accumulated over
6,000 flight hours, and his flight accomplish-
ments include instructor pilot and chief of the
Training Division at the Aviation Training Cen-
ter in Mobile, AL.

I ask my colleagues to join me in com-
mending this unique patriot as he and his wife
leave South Texas for life as civilians in Alas-
ka.
f

IN HONOR OF LAKE COUNTY, CALI-
FORNIA’S TEN YEARS OF AIR
QUALITY

HON. MIKE THOMPSON
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 27, 2000

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
today I rise in honor of the outstanding envi-
ronmental achievements of Lake County, Cali-
fornia. June 28th of this year will mark the
tenth consecutive year that the California Air
Resources Board has designated Lake County
as the only air district in California to attain all
state ambient air quality standards. This is a
great accomplishment for Lake County, as the
State of California’s Ambient Air Quality
Standards are far more stringent than Federal
standards, which makes this accomplishment
even more remarkable.

The attainment of these air standards is a
shared community achievement by the people
of Lake County. The agencies, industries and
individuals of this region have all contributed
to the superior air quality of Lake County.
There are many factors which have been in-
volved in Lake County’s success. All the best
available control technologies in the geo-
thermal, plastic fabrication and mining indus-
tries have been implemented. There has been
a massive retrofitting of older gasoline stations
and asphalt plants and a successful burn ban
has been invoked during the summer season
to decrease smog levels. Along with help from
the public, these projects have been key fac-
tors in Lake County’s continuous achievement
in meeting state air quality standards.

There are thirteen official air basins in the
state of California and the Lake County basin
is the only one which complies with all ten of
the state standards and has been the only one
able to do so on a consistent basis. By imple-
menting the Geyser’s Air Monitoring Program,
the Lake County Geyser industry has been
able to drastically reduce the naturally occur-
ring emissions of hydrogen sulfide gas, which
is a known air contaminant. Yet, these gey-

sers are still able to generate electricity for
nineteen power plants which themselves cre-
ate enough electricity to power 880,000
homes.

Mr. Speaker, it is proper that we honor the
people, industries. and government of Lake
County, California for their outstanding suc-
cess in creating a healthy environment. They
have been able to achieve standards of air
quality which all communities should strive for.
It is an honor for me to represent the people
of Lake County, first as their State Senator
and now as their Congressman. Through their
efforts they have created a community which
is both a safe and healthy place to live for all
its citizens.
f

CATHOLIC PRIEST MURDERED IN
INDIA

HON. DAN BURTON
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 27, 2000

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, a
publication entitled the Burning Punjab re-
ported recently that another priest was mur-
dered in India on Tuesday, June 6, 2000 by
militant Hindu fundamentalist extremists. He
was murdered in his mission near Mathura in
the state of Uttar Pradesh. The priest, Brother
George, was a 35-year-old member of the
Borivili order.

According to reports, the killers locked up
Brother George’s servant, broke into his room,
and beat him to death. The assailants quickly
escaped following the brutal attack. Because
the crime seems to form a pattern with a pre-
vious incident in which a priest and two nuns
were beaten in their rooms in Kosi Kalan,
many people are beginning to believe that this
act was the work of Hindu nationalist militants
associated with a branch of the RSS, the par-
ent organization of the ruling BJP. Several
Christian organizations in India, including the
All-India Catholic Union, the United Christian
Forum of Human Rights, and the All-India
Christian Council, have lodged strong protests
about the incident with the government. They
also condemned the attempt by the National
Human Rights Commission to minimize two
violent incidents against Christians in April.
Unless the National Human Rights Commis-
sion begins taking these incidents seriously, it
unfortunately will be regarded as a puppet for
the government.

Mr. Speaker, just recently I informed my col-
leagues that many people already believe that
the March massacre of 35 Sikhs at Chatti
Singhpora was the responsibility of govern-
ment forces. In fact, two separate investiga-
tions have already implicated Indian govern-
ment counterinsurgency forces in that brutal
massacre.

If we discover that these recent crimes have
been committed by this group of BJP militants
or government forces, India will have much
explaining to do to this Congress. In fact, they
should be held accountable for all their sense-
less actions. For years, I have been providing
this Congress with reports that the Indian gov-
ernment has murdered over 250,000 Sikhs
since 1984; 200,000 Christians in Nagaland
since 1947; more than 65,000 Kashmiri Mus-
lims since 1988; and tens of thousands of As-
samese, Manipuris, Tamils, and Dalits.
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As a result, I still believe we should cut off

U.S. development aid to India until it respects
the hurpan rights of its people. Also, if we are
looking for terrorism in South Asia, why are
we completely ignoring India? Finally, we
should openly support self-determination for
the people of Christian Nagaland, of Khalistan,
of Kashmir, and all the other nations seeking
their freedom from India.

We must make it clear that oppression in
India must end and all people in South Asia
must enjoy freedom. This pattern of oppres-
sion of Christians, Sikhs, Muslims, and other
minorities is not going to end until America,
the only superpower in the world, takes a
strong stand and makes it clear to India that
these actions are not acceptable, especially in
a country that claims to be democratic.

I am placing the article from Burning Punjab
into the RECORD.

[From the Burning Punjab News, June 7,
2000]

CATHOLIC PRIEST MURDERED IN HIS MISSION
HOME

New Delhi—A Catholic priest was mur-
dered in his mission home near Mathura in
Uttar Pradesh last night, All-India Catholic
Union (AICU) alleged here. Quoting informa-
tion from Archbishop of Agra Diocese Vin-
cent Concessao, AICU said in a statement
that ‘‘brother George, a 35-year-old member
of the Borivili order, was found battered to
death in Nevada in the Adviki post area on
the Mathura bypass.’’ The Union also alleged
that though there were no indications about
the motives, the crime seemed to follow the
pattern of violence at Kosi Kalan earlier this
year in which a priest and two nuns were as-
saulted and their rooms ransacked. ‘‘Early
information said some persons, still to be
identified, entered the house, locked up the
servant, and then entered George’s room.
They beat him up till he was dead and then
escaped in the night,’’ the statement said.
Besides AICU, other church and human
rights groups, including the United Christian
Forum for Human Rights and the All-India
Christian Council, lodged strong protests
with the Government on the violence. The
church groups also condemned the alleged
attempt by the National Commission for Mi-
norities, which sent a team to Mathura and
Agra in April to probe the attacks on Chris-
tians, to ‘‘trivialise’’ the violence in its re-
port.

f

THE CLASSROOM MODERNIZATION
ACT OF 2000

HON. WILLIAM F. GOODLING
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 27, 2000
Mr. GOODLING. Mr. Speaker, today, I am

pleased to introduce, along with several of my
colleagues, the Classroom Modernization Act
of 2000, otherwise known as the CMA. This
legislation will provide the necessary federal
response to ensure that all children receive a
high-quality education in a safe, suitable, and
fully equipped classroom.

Research shows that academic performance
suffers when students are in school buildings
that are below par. Safety code violations, out-
dated science equipment, inadequate voca-
tional education laboratories, environmental
hazards, structural impediments to personal
safety, and facilities that are not user friendly
for disabled students, can all adversely affect
the degree to which students learn.

Joining me today in the introduction of CMA
are three Members of the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce who have been in-
volved from the beginning in developing the
legislation. Representatives ISAKSON, CASTLE,
and MCKEON have devoted considerable time
and effort to this initiative, and the results bear
their imprints.

I have said repeatedly that the primary re-
sponsibility for school construction is and
should remain at the state and local level. In
FY 1995, President Clinton chose to rescind
funds that Congress appropriated for the
school construction program authorized in the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act. In
FY 1996, the administration did not request
any construction funds, and Department of
Education budget documents stated:

The construction and renovation of school
facilities has traditionally been, the respon-
sibility of state and local governments, fi-
nanced primarily by local taxpayers; we are
opposed to the creation of a new federal
grant program for school construction. . . .
No funds are requested for this program. . . .
For the reason explained above, the Adminis-
tration opposes the creation of a new federal
grant program for school construction.

However, I have come to believe that the
federal government can provide a measured
response to this urgent need without usurping
state and local decision-making. That is ex-
actly what the Classroom Modernization Act
does. It assists states and local educational
agencies, including charter schools, with the
expenses of federal statutory requirements
and priorities relating to infrastructure, tech-
nology, and equipment needs.

Specifically, it provides assistance to states
and local schools to help them comply with
federal statutory and regulatory requirements.
Increasingly, states and school districts are
finding that they must spend local funds on
federal mandates. The CMA would help allevi-
ate that burden. It is only proper that the fed-
eral government provide financing for such ac-
tivities as facilities modifications in order to
comply with the Americans with Disabilities
Act, and asbestos removal from school build-
ings in order to comply with the Asbestos
School Hazard Abatement Act.

It is also important that internet wiring, im-
provements in vocational and science labora-
tories and equipment, and school facility ren-
ovations undertaken to comply with fire and
safety codes should be allowable uses of
funds at the local level.

Charter schools should also benefit signifi-
cantly through CMA. Charter schools are pub-
lic schools established under state law. Al-
though a relatively new concept, charter
schools are making great strides in improving
and reforming public education. Initial reports
show parental satisfaction is high, students
are eager to learn, teachers are enjoying
teaching again, administrators are set free
from bureaucratic red-tape, and more dollars
are getting to the classroom.

Unfortunately, charter schools have faced
roadblocks in financing the construction and
acquisition of school facilities. Often those
states that do allow charter schools do not
provide a dedicated funding stream for capital
improvements or new construction for charter
schools. The bill I am introducing today rem-
edies this situation by assisting with the infra-
structure expenses of charter schools.

CMA provides flexibility in the use of funds
for charter schools. Specifically, as an incen-

tive for states to direct funds to charter
schools, the bill does not require a match for
federal funds directed toward charter school
infrastructure activities. As an incentive for
states to operate a state guaranteed loan pro-
gram in which charter schools participate,
CMA allows states to retain funds for the ad-
ministrative costs of operating such a pro-
gram.

I ask my colleagues in the House to take a
look at the Classroom Modernization Act of
2000 and consider it as a carefully measured
approach to dealing with school facilities.
f

INTRODUCTION OF THE
CLASSROOM MODERNIZATION ACT

HON. JOHNNY ISAKSON
OF GEORGIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 27, 2000

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to
join Chairman Goodling as a co-sponsor the
Classroom Modernization Act of 2000 to pay
for federally mandated construction cost and
start-up costs for charter school construction.

For years, the Federal Government has
passed construction-related mandates on to
local school boards for everything from asbes-
tos removal and handicap access, to special
education classrooms and IDEA related cost.
Each requirement has failed to include a sin-
gle dollar of federal money. Our proposal will
fund these unfunded mandates and free up
local dollars for school improvement.

The $150 Million dollars for start-up charter
school related construction cost would be
meaningful in expanding new charter school
applications, and for more private sector and
parental involvement in local schools. Both the
White House and the Congress have verbally
promoted the public charter school movement,
and now we are making a meaningful financial
commitment to charter schools.
f

HONORING TROOPER RODNEY
GOODSON

HON. JIM SAXTON
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 27, 2000

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor Trooper Rodney Goodson for per-
forming above and beyond the call of duty.

While on duty at the Red Lion Barracks, Mr.
Goodson witnessed a traffic accident on a
busy highway. One of the cars involved in the
accident began to spin uncontrollably. Mr.
Goodson attempted to stop the circling auto-
mobile but was unsuccessful. He then ran
after the still spinning car, and reached
through the broken drivers side window in
order to steer the vehicle. When this too
failed, Mr. Goodson steered the damaged car
into his own.

In honor of this heroic achievement, Mr.
Goodson received the Prosecutor’s Com-
mendation award at the PROCOPS Banquet
on May 18.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in commending
Mr. Goodson for his heroism, above and be-
yond the call of duty. He risked his life to pro-
tect the lives of others. In doing so, he has

VerDate 11<MAY>2000 07:26 Jun 29, 2000 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00004 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A27JN8.023 pfrm04 PsN: E28PT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E1133June 28, 2000
brought pride to his family, his community, and
his country.
f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JIM RYUN
OF KANSAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 27, 2000

Mr. RYUN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, flight
delays and cancellations from Chicago yester-
day June 26th caused me to be absent for
several roll call votes. Had I been present, I
would have voted yes on roll call vote 322, no
on roll call vote 323, yes on roll call vote 324,
yes on roll call vote 325, yes on roll call vote
326 and yes on roll call vote 327.
f

RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE KOREAN WAR

HON. ROBIN HAYES
OF NORTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 27, 2000

Mr. HAYES. Mr. Speaker, I want to recog-
nize the many veterans from the 8th District
and across North Carolina who served in the
Korean War. June 25 marks the 50th anniver-
sary of the Korean War, which is also called
‘‘the forgotten war’’ by many historians.

On June 25, 1950 Communist forces in-
vaded South Korea and two days later, Amer-
ican military forces were called to intervene.
Over the next 3 years, there would be a tre-
mendous toll of sacrifice: 5.72 million Ameri-
cans answered the call to service, more than
92,000 were wounded; 54,260 Americans
died; and 8,176 were either prisoners of war
or missing in action.

Last year, I had the opportunity to visit with
our troops who are stationed at the 38th Par-
allel. They continue to bravely defend freedom
for South Korea and the world. They remind
us of the bravery and sacrifice made by the
men and women in our Armed Forces 50
years ago.

We should take time out of every day to
thank all veterans for the service they have
given to our nation. I hope, however, that we
will make a special effort to thank our Korean
veterans and mark the contribution they made
to defeat communism 50 years ago.
f

CONGRATULATING LARRY AND
SALLY QUIST

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 27, 2000

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, today I
congratulate Larry and Sally Quist, as they
celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary.
Larry and Sally Quist were married on July 9,
1950.

Larry met Sally (previously Sally Doering)
while he was attending Western State College
in Gunnison, Colorado. At the time, Sally was
still in high school in Montrose, Colorado. She
later attended Western State College on a
music scholarship.

Larry, a retired World War II Navy veteran,
was a Park Service naturalist and manager.
He retired from the Western Region at San
Francisco after 33 years of service. While em-
ployed with the Park Service, Larry was sta-
tioned at Black Canyon National Park, Carls-
bad Caverns National Park, Hot Springs Na-
tional Park, and Zion National Park. He was
also the Superintendent of Stones River Na-
tional Battlefield. Larry was the first Park Su-
perintendent at Herbert Hoover National His-
toric Site. He served as head of public rela-
tions for Yosemite National Park from 1969 to
1971. After his work with Yosemite, he moved
to the Park Service Western Region in San
Francisco and continued to work in public rela-
tions.

Sally Quist, a stay-at-home mom, left West-
ern State College to join Larry when he began
working with the Park Service. Since moving
to the San Francisco Bay area, both she and
Larry have been heavily involved in philan-
thropic support of Sunny Hills Retirement
Home in Marin Country, near their home in
Novato.

Among the Quist’s many joys are their sons
Kirt and Kris. Kirt is a retired Army officer, who
has become a successful insurance and fi-
nance executive near Chicago, Illinois. He and
his wife, Lynn, have two sons, Kyle and Kevin.
Kris is the head curator for the State of Cali-
fornia Parks in Monterey, California. He and
his wife, Andrea, have a daughter, Lily, and a
son, Jameson.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Larry and Sally
Quist as they celebrate their 50th wedding an-
niversary and I urge my colleagues to join me
in wishing them many more years of happi-
ness.
f

REGARDING THE KOREAN-AMER-
ICAN ASSOCIATION OF GREATER
NEW YORK

HON. GARY L. ACKERMAN
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 27, 2000

Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is my
pleasure to bring to the House’s attention the
40th anniversary of the Korean-American As-
sociation of Greater New York, a community
institution representing the interests, hopes
and dreams of thousands of Korean-Ameri-
cans. Mr. Speaker, the Korean-American com-
munity in New York epitomizes the American
dream.

Decades ago, thousands of immigrants,
fleeing from war, poverty and desolation came
to our nation’s gateway of opportunity: New
York City. Without knowing the language, with-
out great wealth, but with strong family ties,
robust community support and countless hours
of hard work, Korean-Americans, like waves of
immigrants before them have taken root and
thrived in America.

Critical to their success was their ability to
organize themselves for mutual support and
assistance. At the heart of the Korean-Amer-
ican community’s efforts were organizations
like the Korean-American Association of
Greater New York. Beginning in 1960, the Ko-
rean-American Association of Greater New
York has helped Korean immigrants in learn-
ing English, organizing themselves within the
blue-collar industries where they were able to

find work, registering to vote, and developing
youth and government outreach programs.

Now, as is obvious to anyone who travels in
the New York metropolitan area, second gen-
eration Korean-Americans have moved into
every branch and comer of American life and
have succeeded beyond the wildest expecta-
tions of their ancestors, who came to this
country with so little in tangible goods, but with
a wealth of determination and perseverance.

As we recalled so recently, on the anniver-
sary of the Korean War, Korea and the United
States are joined inseparably by a bond of al-
legiance formed in war and bound in the blood
of the fallen soldiers of both nations. Similarly,
Korean-Americans, whose presence here in
the United States is tied with the great tragedy
of that war, remember the great sorrow of the
war for Korea together with an immeasurable
appreciation for their adopted homeland. The
courage and loyalty of the American soldier in
answering the Republic of Korea in its hour of
need is now matched by the devotion of Ko-
rean-Americans to this nation.

Just as the Republic of Korea and its rela-
tions with the United States have flourished
and grown stronger in the years since the war,
so too the Korean-American community has
prospered and given back to this nation dou-
ble what they have received. Nowhere is this
fact more obvious than in New York.

I am honored, therefore, to pay tribute in
this House to the Korean-American Associa-
tion of Greater New York and its president,
Sie Jong Lee, for their critical role in the suc-
cess of the Korean-American community. I
would also like to recognize all the current offi-
cers of the Association, Yong Sang Yoon,
Jeong Ho Kim, Bok Ja Chang, Heon Gae Lee,
Jay Joonseok Oh, Piljae Im, Hyun Woo Han,
Myung Sook Chun, Daehong Kim, Mi Kyung
Choi, Young-Joo Rhee, and Bo Young Jung,
and to wish them all the best of success in the
decades to come.

f

DEPARTMENTS OF COMMERCE,
JUSTICE, AND STATE, THE JUDI-
CIARY AND RELATED AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2001

SPEECH OF

HON. MARK UDALL
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 26, 2000

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 4690) making ap-
propriations for the Departments of Com-
merce, Justice, and State, the Judiciary, and
related agencies for the fiscal year ending
September 3, 2001, and for other purposes:

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Chairman, this
is a very important bill for the country and for
Colorado. I would like to be able to support it.

However, I cannot vote for it as it stands
now, for a number of reasons.

For one thing, I am very concerned about
the bill’s funding for the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration.

NOAA operates six of its twelve Environ-
mental Research Laboratories in Colorado,
and my own hometown of Boulder has the
largest concentration of NOAA research Fed-
eral staff in one area—300—as well as the
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largest concentration of university staff funded
by NOAA research. So, NOAA is very impor-
tant for Colorado.

Funding for NOAA in this bill is $113 million
below this year’s levels, and fully $530 million
below the levels of the request. These cuts
will have a devastating effect on NOAA’s abil-
ity to maintain a top quality scientific workforce
and to conduct crucial research into climate
change and weather phenomenon.

In particular, the Committee has rec-
ommended a cut of $34 million to NOAA’s Of-
fice of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research
(OAR) from this year’s levels. OAR’s dedi-
cated scientists forecast solar storms and con-
duct research activities into diverse atmos-
pheric phenomenon such as air pollution, cli-
mate change, hurricanes and tornadoes. A cut
of $34 million would result in layoffs of 10 per-
cent of OAR’s workforce, and the elimination
of 41 university positions that NOAA currently
supports through research grants. In addition
to these workforce reductions, the vital re-
search projects that these staff are engaged in
will be delayed or terminated while other na-
tions move forward with these important sci-
entific endeavors.

The Appropriations Committee also failed to
provide funding for several key research initia-
tives that are important to this country’s future.
For example, NOAA had requested $28 million
for a Climate Observations and Services Initia-
tive to make the transition from climate re-
search to climate forecasting. Improving our
forecasts of the future climate, including sea-
sonal predictions and even into future dec-
ades, would result in billions of dollars in eco-
nomic benefits to the agriculture and transpor-
tation industries.

A shortfall that directly impacts researchers
in my district is in rent and related costs for
the new NOAA research facility in Boulder.
This facility, which became fully occupied in
May of 1999, consolidates all of the six NOAA
laboratories and two NOAA data centers in the
Boulder area. The $1.5 million increase is
needed to fund the incremental charges as-
sessed by the General Services Administration
(GSA) for space, above standard utilities,
maintenance and security. A failure to provide
this requested amount will result in a reduction
in NOAA’s Boulder base programs of approxi-
mately 5 percent, which will impact key pro-
grams in climate, weather research and data
collection management. I hope that this over-
sight will be corrected as the appropriations
process moves forward.

I am also concerned about funding for the
National Polar-orbiting Operational Environ-
mental Satellite System (NPOESS), a program
that will replace two aging environmental sat-
ellite systems currently operated by NOAA
and DOD.

The Committee cut NPOESS by $6.6 million
from the request, but did include favorable lan-
guage in its report, noting that ‘‘the NPOESS
program should be the first priority for any re-
programming of funds.’’ A failure to provide
adequate funding for NPOESS would greatly
jeopardize the U.S. ability to provide reliable
meteorological support to NOAA for weather
forecasting, to NASA for its science mission,
and to support the Department of Defense’s
combat forces. This cut would also result in a
loss of as many as 70 jobs in my district,
where Ball Aerospace is deeply engaged in
the NPOESS program. I am hopeful that
NPOESS will be fully funded in the course of
the appropriations process.

I am also concerned about the bill’s provi-
sions for the National Institute of Standards
and Technology. NIST also has a laboratory in
Boulder, where a staff of about 530 scientists,
engineers, technicians, and visiting research-
ers conduct research in a wide range of chem-
ical, physical, materials, and information
sciences and engineering. Their worthwhile
contributions to NIST’s work cannot continue
at funding levels that are 34 percent below the
numbers for fiscal 2000.

NIST’s laboratories in Boulder have a back-
log of critically needed repairs and mainte-
nance, approaching $70 million. As technology
advances, the measurement and standards re-
quirements become more and more demand-
ing, requiring measurement laboratories that
are clean, have reliable electric power, are
free from vibrations, and maintain constant
temperature and humidity. Most of the NIST
Boulder labs are 45 years old, many have de-
teriorated so much that they can’t be used for
the most demanding measurements needed
by industry, and the rest are deteriorating rap-
idly. Every day these problems go
unaddressed means added costs, program
delays, and inefficient use of staff time, but the
bill eliminates the very modest fiscal 2001 re-
quest to begin to address the maintenance
and construction needs.

The bill also insufficiently funds NIST initia-
tives for eCommerce, nanotechnologies, com-
puter security, and assistance to small manu-
facturers in the area of eCommerce. It also
completely eliminates funding for NIST’s Ad-
vanced Technology Program, which has
helped develop high-risk technologies with sig-
nificant commercial potential through cost-
shared projects. These funding decreases—at
a time when we have all acknowledged the
important role that technology has played in
driving our current prosperity—make no to
sense.

The bill also has other serious short-
comings. It does not provide adequate funding
for the Legal Service Corporation, the Justice
Department’s Civil Rights Division, and the
Equal Employment Opportunities Commission.
It does not do enough for community-based
crime prevention. It also fails to provide
enough for coastal protection or for manage-
ment of fishery resources.

Finally, the bill cuts $240 million from inter-
national peacekeeping efforts, denying funding
for UN missions in Africa, including Sierra
Leone, Congo, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Angola, and
Western Sahara. In supporting funding for
peacekeeping, I am not necessarily endorsing
any single peacekeeping mission. However,
we have a responsibility to pay our fair share
to the troop-contributing countries, and we
shouldn’t abrogate that responsibility. In addi-
tion, I find it unfathomable that the Committee
would ask us to place an upper limit on this
funding even though we can’t know a year in
advance whether hostilities in different parts of
the world will result in peace agreements re-
quiring UN peacekeepers.

For all these reasons, I cannot support the
bill.

A TRIBUTE TO LORNA MCNEILL,
MISS NORTH CAROLINA 2000

HON. MIKE McINTYRE
OF NORTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 27, 2000
Mr. MCINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, today I pay

tribute to Lorna McNeill who was recently
crowned Miss North Carolina 2000. A native of
Saddletree Township which is near Lum-
berton, in my home county of Robeson,
Lorna’s recent accomplishment is a source of
immense pride throughout our county and all
of southeastern North Carolina. She is also
the first Lumbee Indian to win the title of Miss
North Carolina.

The American historian, James Truslow
Adams, once said, ‘‘Seek out that particular
mental attribute which makes you feel most
deeply and vitally alive, along with which
comes the inner voice which says, ‘This is the
real me,’ and when you have found that atti-
tude, follow it.’’ With decision, dedication, and
determination, Lorna has followed her heart
and mind and become Miss North Carolina
2000.

Lorna is a woman of decision who trusts in
her instincts, her deeply-rooted religious be-
liefs, and the guidance of her wonderful par-
ents in setting her goals. She is a woman of
decision who is always looking for ways to
help others. She is a woman of decision who
always asks, ‘‘How can I best serve my com-
munity?’’

Lorna is a woman of dedication who does
not rest on her laurels. A winner of the first
pageant she entered at the age of 15—Miss
St. Pauls—and subsequent crowns of Miss
Lumbee in 1994, Miss Fayetteville in 1998,
and Miss Topsail Island in 2000, Loma has
kept the fire and energy alive to reach her
dream of Miss North Carolina. She is a
woman of dedication who provides a positive
example for all to follow. A woman of dedica-
tion who has served as a substance abuse
counselor with the Palmer Drug Prevention
Program in Lumberton, Lorna will now inform
young people all across North Carolina of the
danger of drugs and alcohol.

Finally, Lorna is a woman of determination:
a woman determined to make a difference, a
woman of determination who understands that
we face challenges that will define our future,
a woman of determination who knows that we
must address these challenges, a woman of
determination motivated by the hope of mak-
ing life better for all.

Personally, my family and I have come to
know and love Lorna over the last few years.
She sang when I first announced I was run-
ning for Congress on September 25, 1995, in
Lumberton’s Downtown Plaza, and she also
sang during my announcement for re-election
on October 2, 1997. More recently, my wife,
Dee, and Lorna have been ‘‘working out’’ to-
gether at a local fitness center for the last six
months, leading up to her recent coronation.
Lorna and Dee have even been taking boxing
together under the same instructor, Staff Sgt.
Andrew Baker, who is retired from the U.S.
Army.

Mr. Speaker, Lorna often uses the words of
Pastor Robert Schuller when speaking before
young people on the importance of achieving
their dreams—‘‘If it’s gonna be, it’s up to me.’’

Lorna, thank you for fulfilling those words
through your decision, your dedication, and
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your determination. We wish you continued
success, and may God’s strength, peace and
joy be with you as you begin your reign as
Miss North Carolina 2000 and as you compete
for the title of Miss America!

f

DEPARTMENTS OF COMMERCE,
JUSTICE, AND STATE, THE JUDI-
CIARY, AND RELATED AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2001

SPEECH OF

HON. JUANITA MILLENDER-McDONALD
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2000

Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD. Mr. Chair-
man, I rise in support of the amendment of-
fered by Representatives LOWEY, MCCARTHY,
DELAURO and STABENOW. This amendment
would increase by $150 million the bill’s ap-
propriation for the Community Oriented Polic-
ing Service (COPS) program. The COPS pro-
gram adds officers to the beat, enhances
crime-fighting technology, and supports crime
prevention initiatives.

The COPS program is a Clinton/Gore initia-
tive that has been successful in adding cops
to the beat and advancing community policing
nationwide. To date, the COPS program has
funded more than 104,000 officers. Commu-
nity policing is a crime fighting strategy that
encourages law enforcement to work in part-
nership with the community to solve crime
problems. Mr. Chairman, this is a proven
crime fighting initiative that has worked in my
district and throughout the nation.

COPS is making a difference in our schools.
Many communities are discovering that
trained, sworn law enforcement officers as-
signed to schools make a difference. The
presence of these officers provides schools
with on-site security and a direct link to local
enforcement agencies.

Community policing officers typically perform
a variety of functions within the school. From
teaching crime prevention and substance-
abuse classes to monitoring troubled students
to building respect for law enforcement among
students, School Resource Officers combine
the functions of law enforcement and edu-
cation.

These funds will allow the COPS program to
award grants to add up to 7,000 officers to our
nation’s streets and to provide added safety in
our schools. These funds will be used to equip
law enforcement with 21st century tools to
fight 21st century crime. Grants will be used to
invest in interagency information networks,
technology centers, ballistics testing, DNA re-
search and backlog reduction, crime lab en-
hancement, and crime mapping and analysis.

Mr. Chairman, my district is comprised of
cities like Watts and Compton which struggle
to meet the demands of crime fighting. While
the rest of the nation is experiencing unprece-
dented drops in crime, our nation’s urban cen-
ters are being left behind. I want to urge my
colleagues to support this amendment which
provides additional funding for a program that
has truly taken a bite out of crime.

DEPARTMENTS OF COMMERCE,
JUSTICE, AND STATE, THE JUDI-
CIARY, AND RELATED AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2001

SPEECH OF

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 26, 2000

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 4690) making ap-
propriations for the Departments of Com-
merce, Justice, and State, the Judiciary, and
related agencies for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2001, and for other purposes:

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Chairman, I regret hav-
ing to oppose this amendment offered by my
good friend colleague from Illinois. While I ap-
preciate what the gentleman is trying to do, I
cannot support a reduction of $15 million dol-
lars in the National Weather Service budget.

This bill does not provide sufficient funding
for many valuable programs, and it fails to
provide any funding for many others. The
funding level provided in the bill for NOAA,
which administers the National Weather Serv-
ice is already $500 million below the Adminis-
tration’s request and the gentleman’s amend-
ment would essentially level fund the weather
service at last year’s level. That is simply un-
acceptable.

Every American in this country relies upon
the weather service—at times to provide infor-
mation that is vital to save lives and property.
Weather Service programs cost each taxpayer
a few dollars per year—a modest price to pay
for the protection of life and property.

We have entered hurricane season. The
gentleman’s amendment would cut funding
from the operations budget of the Hurricane
Center in Miami and from other critical weath-
er prediction centers around the country. Base
operations at the 121 weather forecast offices
around the country also would be impaired by
this cut. This is simply too high a price to pay.

As the gentleman knows, the Administration
included $15 million for The PRIME Technical
Assistance Grants in its budget request. I am
certain there are many Members who share
the gentleman’s desire to see this program
funded, however it should not be funded by
cutting funds from corps programs of the Na-
tional Weather Service.
f

DEPARTMENTS OF COMMERCE,
JUSTICE, AND STATE, THE JUDI-
CIARY, AND RELATED AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2001

SPEECH OF

HON. MICHAEL E. CAPUANO
OF MASSACHUSETTS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 26, 2000

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 4690) making ap-
propriations for the Departments of Com-
merce, Justice, and State, the Judiciary, and
related agencies for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2001, and for other purposes:

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Chairman, I rise in sup-
port of my amendment to the FY 2001 Com-

merce-Justice-State Appropriations bill to help
address the area code crisis that we are fac-
ing in America. Since 1995, we have added
95 new area codes in the United States. At
our current pace, some estimate that we will
run out of area codes entirely as early as
2007. If we run out of available numbers, your
constituents will foot the estimated $150 billion
bill.

The problem is not that there aren’t enough
numbers out there, it’s that tens of thousands
of numbers are being unused. Unfortunately
companies have been forced to take numbers
in blocks of 10,000—even if they were only
going to use a handful of the numbers. The
rest of the numbers just sit unused.

In Massachusetts, the problem has become
quite large in the last few years. In 1998, we
added two new area codes in the state—781
and 978—for a total of five area codes. At the
time, we were assured that these new codes
would last for many years and we wouldn’t
have to go through this disruptive process
again. Unfortunately, less than two years later,
we were informed that these new codes were
running out of numbers already and that we
would have to add four new codes in Eastern
Massachusetts alone. Now the area code in
Western Massachusetts is also in jeopardy. If
we add all of these new codes, we’ll have ten
area codes in a state that had only three
codes less than five years ago.

While the FCC has recently moved to re-
duce the amount of numbers companies can
take from 10,000 to 1,000, the same compa-
nies will not have to fully comply with the
order until 2002. The wireless providers have
an even longer time to make this change. My
amendment asks the Commission to look at
the possibility of shortening the timeline for the
implementation of this order. If we wait for two
more years, we may have added dozens of
new area codes that are not needed.

The amendment also offers several other
suggestions that I believe the FCC should
consider as they produce this study. These in-
clude encouraging states and telecommuni-
cations companies to work together on rate
center consolidation plans. Some believe that
the number of rate centers in certain areas is
significantly contributing to the overall area
code crisis. While I know this is a complicated
issue, and there may be valid concerns about
the cost, the Commission should study the
issue closely.

In addition, my amendment asks that the
FCC address the issue of technology-specific
area codes reserved for wireless/paging serv-
ices or data phone lines. As more and more
Americans take advantage of the new tech-
nologies available, more and more telephone
numbers must be set aside for these services.
There may be an opportunity to ease the num-
bering problem by reserving specific area
codes for these new technologies.

If none of these suggestions offer a real so-
lution to the problem, my amendment asks
that the Commission study the costs and tech-
nological problems of adding an additional
digit to existing phone numbers. This should
focus on any potential ways to minimize the
impact and cost on consumers and the busi-
ness community.

Mr. Chairman, I believe this is a common-
sense amendment to help us deal with the
area code crisis. We must act quickly to ad-
dress this issue. I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this amendment.
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DEPARTMENTS OF COMMERCE,

JUSTICE, AND STATE, THE JUDI-
CIARY, AND RELATED AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2001

SPEECH OF

HON. JULIAN C. DIXON
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 26, 2000

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 4690) making ap-
propriations for the Departments of Com-
merce, Justice, and State, the Judiciary, and
related agencies for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2001, and for other purposes:

Mr. DIXON. Mr. Chairman, I requested that
the Rules Committee waive points of order
against my amendment to increase appropria-
tions for the Contributions for International
Peacekeeping Activities (CIPA) account. While
I had few illusions that the Rules Committee
would do so, it is important that Members un-
derstand what we are doing to the UN and our
own foreign policy in the bill. My amendment
would increase the account by $241 million,
up to the President’s request of $739 million.
That level would allow the United States to
pay its anticipated Fiscal Year 2001 assess-
ments for United Nations Peacekeeping. Full
funding includes the four missions in Africa
that the current funding level and language in
the Committee report restrict—Sierra Leone,
Congo, Ethiopia/Eritrea, and Western Sahara.
Unfortunately, the Rules Committee failed to
protect the amendment.

BILL IMPAIRS U.S. FOREIGN POLICY

The CIPA account enables the United
States to meet its treaty obligation to pay its
assessed share of UN peacekeeping mis-
sions. The severe underfunding of CIPA in the
bill impairs the conduct of American foreign
policy in four important areas: (1) it restricts
our foreign policy options; (2) It threatens to
create new United Nations arrears; (3) It un-
dermines our efforts to reform the United Na-
tions; and (4) it sends the unfortunate mes-
sage that Africa doesn’t matter to this body.

The bill freezes CIPA funding at last year’s
level of $498 million. International peace-
keeping cannot and should not be dictated by
an arbitrary freeze level. History shows that
the account fluctuates dramatically in re-
sponse to world events. It was over $1 billion
in FY 1994, but only $210 million in FY 1998.
Rather than provide the flexibility to respond to
unpredictable foreign affairs, the Committee
asserts control of the United States’ vote at
the UN Security Council.

COMMITTEE ASSERTS CONTROL OF SECURITY COUNCIL
VOTE

Two mechanisms in the legislation ham-
string our actions in the Security Council:

(1) The Committee report directs the State
Department to ‘‘live within’’ the arbitrary $498
million funding level and to ‘‘take no action to
extend existing missions, or create new mis-
sions for which funding is not available.’’ (2)
The report spells out the missions for which
funding is not available—the four UN peace-
keeping missions in Africa: Sierra Leone,
Congo, Ethiopia/Eritrea, and Western Sahara.

The funding level and report language could
well have the effect of directing U.S. vetoes in

the Security Council. The State Department
would have to veto the missions listed, as well
as any other unforeseen missions that are
considered by the UN Security Council.

BILL LIMITS FOREIGN POLICY OPTIONS

This bill handicaps our nation’s ability to re-
spond to international crisis by removing
United Nations multilateral action as a policy
option. In many cases such a multilateral re-
sponse is the most attractive option. We only
pay 25 percent of the cost of UN peace-
keeping missions. And we have no troops in-
volved in the four missions in Africa blocked
by this bill. Without the multilateral option, our
policy makers are left to choose between uni-
lateral action and inaction.

IMPACTS ON UN ARREARS

The underfunding of CIPA in this bill com-
pounds fiscal year 2000 shortfalls and threat-
ens to create new UN peacekeeping arrears.
The Committee currently has requests pend-
ing from the State Department—some from
August of last year—to reprogram CIPA funds
to pay our assessments. This is not new
money; State is only asking to shift existing
funds. The Committee’s failure to approve the
$225 million in reprogrammings is preventing
the payment of $93 million in bills the United
States has already received.

So while the Committee blocks the payment
of $93 million in current bills for UN missions
in East Timor, Sierra Leone, and Congo, we
now propose to underfund CIPA by $240 mil-
lion in FY 2001. The resulting shortfalls in
peacekeeping funds will require a peace-
keeping supplemental early next year. In light
of the Committee’s failure to fund this year’s
peacekeeping supplemental, this bill is one
step in creating a new arrears problem.

BILL UNDERMINES UN REFORM

The timing for these shortfalls could not be
worse. Our representatives to the UN are at-
tempting to negotiate reductions in our United
Nations assessment rate. Those reductions re-
quire other nations to increase their own as-
sessments. The accrual of new arrears will se-
verely undermine our negotiating position at a
critical time.

CONCLUSION

Mr. Chairman, it is crucial to our foreign pol-
icy in general, and specifically toward Africa,
that we fully fund our obligations to United Na-
tions Peacekeeping missions. As this legisla-
tion advances in the process, I will continue to
work to meet those obligations and to remove
the restrictions on missions in Africa.

f

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS AND HOUSING AND URBAN
DEVELOPMENT, AND INDE-
PENDENT AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2001

SPEECH OF

HON. JAMES H. MALONEY
OF CONNECTICUT

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 27, 2000

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill. (H.R. 4635) making ap-
propriations for the Departments of Vet-

erans Affairs and Housing and Urban Devel-
opment, and for sundry independent agen-
cies, boards, commissions, corporations, and
offices for the fiscal year ending September
30, 2001, and for other purposes:

Mr. MALONEY of Connecticut. Mr. Chair-
man, I rise to express my concern about the
deep cuts in the Veterans Administration-
Housing and Urban Development—Inde-
pendent Agencies (VA–HUD) Appropriations
bill for Fiscal Year 2001. This legislation not
only slashes funds for programs that have en-
hanced economic development and improved
housing in Connecticut and the 5th Congres-
sional District, but also short changes our na-
tion’s veterans and NASA programs. My sup-
port for the VA/HUD Appropriations bill is con-
ditioned on a conference agreement that in-
creases funding for HUD, the Veterans Admin-
istration and NASA.

If allowed to stand, the cuts to HUD pro-
grams will have a significant impact on the
State of Connecticut and on my own congres-
sional district, affecting both economic devel-
opment initiatives and a variety of housing
services. The Republican budget cutters have
dug deep into initiatives that have proven track
records of success. There is simply no reason
to reduce our efforts to provide economic de-
velopment for our towns and cities in the form
of Brownfields monies and Community Devel-
opment Block Grants (CDBG) funds. By doing
so, we will set our communities and our
economies backwards, rather than spur them
forward.

My colleagues, the VA/HUD Appropriations
legislation cuts funding for key NASA pro-
grams. Specifically, the bill that passed the
House reduces aerospace technologies by
$322 million as well as cutting $60 million for
Human Space Flight. This shortsighted action
jeopardizes our country’s leadership in space
and our national security. Unless NASA fund-
ing is restored in conference, this legislation
should not pass this Congress.

I supported this bill because it contains an
increase of $2.6 billion from last year funding
for the Department of Veterans Affairs. The
House-passed budget for the Department will
go a long way toward helping our nation care
for its veterans. For example, I am encour-
aged that the House provided $20.3 billion in
funding for veterans medical care in Fiscal
Year 2001. This is an increase of $1.3 billion
over last year’s funding. Funding totaling $351
million for veterans medical and prosthetic re-
search also increased by $30 million from last
year. Our veterans’ cemeteries at the national
and state levels were funded fairly as well.
However, we need to do more for our vet-
erans. There are a number of underfunded
areas that require our attention. These include
resources for veterans’ extended care facilities
and for the benefits they deserve. It is also es-
sential that the Congress find additional fund-
ing to improve VA facilities across the country.

I supported the VA/HUD Appropriations bill
for Fiscal Year 2001 because it restores badly
needed funds for the Veterans Administration.
I urge all of my colleagues to join me in work-
ing to reverse the housing, CDBG, economic
development and NASA cuts in this bill. If this
important funding is not restored, I reserve
judgment on a Conference agreement on the
final version of the bill. I urge you to do the
same.
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DEPARTMENTS OF COMMERCE,

JUSTICE, AND STATE, THE JUDI-
CIARY, AND RELATED AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2001

SPEECH OF

HON. MAXINE WATERS
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 26, 2000

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union and under
consideration the bill (H.R. 4690) making ap-
propriations for the Departments of Com-
merce, Justice, and State, the Judiciary, and
related agencies for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2001, and for other purposes:

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Chairman, the Jackson
amendment would restore funding for inter-
national peacekeeping in the Commerce-Jus-
tice-State Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year
2001.

The Commerce-Justice-State Appropriations
Act cuts funding for international peace-
keeping efforts by $241 million below the
President’s request. That is a 33 percent cut
in an essential international program. These
funds must be restored.

Peacekeeping operations play an important
role in the maintenance and establishment of
peace and stability in many parts of the world.
In Cyprus, United Nations peacekeepers pre-
vented two NATO allies from going to war. In
El Salvador, peacekeepers helped bring a
long and bloody civil war to an end. In Israel,
peacekeeping operations on the Golan
Heights helped preserve the peace between
Israel and Syria.

I am particularly concerned about the situa-
tion in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.
The war that erupted in the Congo in August
of 1998 has been a widespread and destruc-
tive conflict, involving forces from several dif-
ferent countries. The peacekeeping efforts of
the United Nations are essential to bring
peace and stability to the Congo and the en-
tire Great Lakes Region of Africa. Once peace
and stability have been established, the
Congo may begin to develop its natural re-
sources, invest in health and education for its
people, improve its infrastructure, pursue eco-
nomic development and participate in mutu-
ally-beneficial trade with the United States.

There are conflicts all over the world that
threaten peace and stability. These conflicts
interfere with development and result in un-
imaginable suffering and countless violations
of internationally recognized human rights.
They also interfere with international trade and
eliminate markets for American goods and
services. They often cause significant in-
creases in international refugee flows and ille-
gal immigration into the United States. They
threaten the lives of American citizens trav-
eling abroad.

Peacekeeping allows the international com-
munity to attempt to restore peace, protect ci-
vilians and promote stability and development.
Support for and participation in peacekeeping
missions allow the United States to promote
American values. In countries experiencing in-
ternal conflicts, peacekeeping is an essential
ingredient in the restoration of democracy.
Peacekeeping is a critical investment in our
national security.

The cost of peacekeeping is small, and the
benefits are tremendous. I urge my colleagues

to support the Jackson amendment and re-
store funding for peacekeeping.
f

INVESTIGATION OF MURDERS IN
AL-KOSHEH, EGYPT

HON. ROBERT B. ADERHOLT
OF ALABAMA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 27, 2000

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, today in a
meeting of the House Appropriations Com-
mittee to consider the Foreign Operations, Ex-
port Financing, and Related Programs Appro-
priations bill for Fiscal Year 2001, I added the
following Report language to the paragraph
about U.S. financial aid to Egypt: ‘‘Neverthe-
less, the Committee is concerned about ongo-
ing violence experienced by the Christian mi-
nority in Egypt. The Committee urges Egypt to
expedite the investigations of the murders of
2000 and 1998 in Al-Kosheh, and of the 1998
interrogations.’’

Mr. Speaker, it is a fact that Egypt is a valu-
able ally and has greatly helped U.S. efforts to
advance peace in the Middle East. It is also a
fact that Christians in Egypt, especially Coptic
Christians, face ongoing violence and are in
need of full protection of the Egyptian Judicial
system. The worst of these outbreaks is the
murder of 21 persons in January, 2000 in the
town of Al-Kosheh, just a few weeks after I
visited Egypt with three other Members of
Congress.

My report language expresses the concern
of the Committee about this violence and
urges Egypt to expedite investigations regard-
ing this incident but also of events in 1998 in
the same small town. There were two murders
in 1998 and allegations of brutal interrogations
by the Police, 1014 Christians were arrested
and interrogated.

President Mubarak ordered an investigation
of these arrests, and in August of 1999, 129
persons were interviewed within the course of
two days. The interviewing process lapsed
and then resumed in October of 1999. To
date, only 400 of those 1014 persons have
been interviewed. That figure includes the
129. A conclusion of the investigation likely
would suggest the dismissal or prosecution of
several members of the Egyptian police. There
is precedent for such action.

When tourists were killed in Luxor, the reac-
tion of Cairo was swift and decisive, including
the appointment of a new Minister of the Inte-
rior, who oversees the police. That sent a
powerful message throughout the country, and
Egypt is currently a very safe country to visit.
The great majority of Muslim citizens of Egypt
are law-abiding and desire peace. I am afraid
that because of concerns about possibly ener-
gizing extremist Muslim groups to the point of
violence, Cairo is reluctant to prosecute Mus-
lims when there are incidents of violence
against Christians.

Christians face a range of legal challenges
and are in need of protection from violence.
Since there is no stated government policy of
discrimination, it is reasonable for Christian
citizens to expect full justice from their courts,
just as Muslim citizens do.

Mr. Speaker, I suggest that the taxpayers of
the United States would be more than happy
to see some of their aid to Egypt used to pay
for additional personnel or equipment which

would expedite these investigations and lead
to the prosecution of any found persons found
guilty of torture or other violations of civil
rights. I am especially concerned that
Shayboub William Arsal has been falsely ac-
cused and sentenced to 15 years hard labor
even though the only two witnesses recanted
their testimony and stated that their original
accusations were coerced.

In accordance with Egypt’s strategic alliance
with the United States, the Foreign Operations
Subcommittee agreed to the President’s re-
quest to expedite a portion of Egypt’s military
aid. The adoption of these two sentences by
the Full Committee in the Report expresses
the expectation of the Appropriations Com-
mittee that Egypt will make progress on these
important human rights matters.
f

HONORING THE CERKVENIK
FAMILY

HON. JAMES L. OBERSTAR
OF MINNESOTA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 27, 2000

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I am very
pleased to honor a remarkable family in my
congressional district: the Cerkvenik family,
who will celebrate their heritage on July 6th,
2000, with a gathering on the Mesabi Iron
Range in Northeastern Minnesota. The
Cerkvenik family had its beginnings in the Re-
public of Slovenia in northwestern Yugoslavia.
As the people of Slovenia celebrate their ninth
year of independence from Yugoslavia this
week, it is an appropriate time to recognize
the people of Slovenia and those of Slovene
ancestry in the United States. I am delighted
that the Cerkvenik family is preparing to honor
their Slovene ancestral roots next week.

Anton Cerkvenik was born in the small vil-
lage of Vreme Britof on March 4, 1876, in a
large pink stucco house, which his grandfather
Joseph built in 1790. The family called it the
House of Jelovsek. Joseph’s daughter, Maria,
married Matije Cerkvenik, son of Jacob, and
from this union six children were born—a girl,
Mary, and five boys, Matije, Franc, Joze,
Pavel, and Anton. When Maria married Matija,
the name of the house changed to the House
of Cerkvenik. It held this distinction for over
100 years until Stanka Cerkvenik married and
the name changed to that of her husband and
the house then became known as the House
of Milavec.

Anton had a great love of adventure, which
led him astray from his homeland to the coffee
fields of Brazil. He later returned to the army
in Yugoslavia and immigrated to the United
States. From Ellis Island, he traveled to Moun-
tain Iron, Minnesota, where he worked in the
iron ore mines. He lived in a boarding house
owned by John and Agnes Simonich who be-
came his best friends and godparents to his
children. He met and married Johanna Intihar
at the Simonich boarding house. She came to
the United States from Strajesce, near
Cerknica, Slovenia, in 1906. She was the
daughter of Franc and Ursula Sevc Intihar
who had five other children—John, Ursula,
Niza, Mary, and Frank. Anton and Johanna
had nine children, Anton, Mary, Ann, Florence,
Frances, Frank, Amelia, Rose, and Edward.

Anton built a house in the Costin location of
Mountain Iron, where the family had a large
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garden, farm, and animals. All helped pick
blueberries, can garden vegetables, and put
up wood for heat and cooking. Every child re-
ceived a good education and graduated from
Mountain Iron High School. Most went on to
college to become professionals in their work,
which ranged from teachers to nurses, and to
become outstanding members of their commu-
nities. Ed and Frank served in World War II,
as did Rose, a civilian radio instructor.

The Cerkvenik family has a strong tradition
of public service in northern Minnesota; sons
Anton and Frank served the City of Mountain
Iron as Clerk and Mayor; the next generation
of Cerkveniks has also continued to serve the
state of Minnesota and the country. Second
generation members Paul worked in Congress
at the Democratic Study Group; Peter served
on the Mountain Iron City Council; Steve was
elected to the School Board; and Gary and his
wife Kim both worked in my congressional of-
fice. Gary was also elected to the St. Louis
County Board and Kim ran for Lieutenant Gov-
ernor of Minnesota.

In addition to Kim, other spouses who have
joined the Cerkvenik family have participated
actively in politics and government, including
Ann Mulholland who worked for the Demo-
cratic Congressional Campaign Committee
and on Paul Simon’s presidential campaign,
and Kathleen Murray who has worked on
Mayor Richard Daley’s campaigns. On the
Iron Range in Mountain Iron, Tony and his
wife Mitzi opened a grocery store and meat
market which has continued under Frank and
his family. For nearly 40 years, Cerkvenik’s
Super Market has been known for great
meats, good service, and a fair trade. Most
importantly, it became a center of political and
social life in Mountain Iron.

Other descendants continue to make their
unique marks on our country. One Cerkvenik
family member, Barrett, graduated from West
Point and helped negotiate the START treaty.
Others are business owners, computer spe-
cialists, bus drivers, teachers, lawyers, design-
ers, advertisers, civil servants, biologists, and
mothers and fathers. Together, they are a
proud Slovene family who have not forgotten
their roots and heritage.

Now there are four generations of Cerkvenik
descendants in the United States of America.
They are truly part of the unique fabric of lives
and histories that make America the richest
and most vibrant nation in the world. As they
gather on Minnesota’s Iron Range this July, I
salute the Cerkvenik family for their invaluable
contributions to this great land of ours.
f

TRIBUTE TO RABBI MORRIS
RUBINSTEIN

HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN
OF CALIFORNIA

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 27, 2000
Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, today my col-

league, Mr. WAXMAN, and I pay tribute to an
extraordinary individual and good friend, Rabbi
Morris Rubinstein, who was honored this Sun-
day by the Valley Beth Israel Synagogue for
his twenty eight years of dedication, leader-
ship and service. The occasion will mark his
retirement and will be celebrated with a ‘‘gala
farewell dinner’’ attended by family, friends
and congregants.

Throughout Rabbi Rubinstein’s forty-one
year rabbinical career he has demonstrated—
through both his words and his deeds—an un-
wavering commitment to Torah and Mitzvos.
For the past twenty-eight years, we in the San
Fernando Valley have been blessed by his
leadership, guidance, knowledge and under-
standing. He and his wife Miriam created a
family-like atmosphere for all of the Valley
Beth Israel congregants. Together they not
only helped insure that Valley Beth Israel
achieved a stellar reputation, but they made
certain that the synagogue remained a unique
and special place to worship, learn and con-
gregate.

In addition to his character, intelligence and
hard work, Rabbi Rubinstein successfully ac-
complished so much at Valley Beth Israel be-
cause he was able to apply lessons learned
from an impressive and diverse background.
He graduated as a rabbi and teacher with a
Master’s Degree in Hebrew Literature in 1959.
He entered the Air Force Chaplaincy as a First
Lieutenant in the same year and his first as-
signment was in Ankara, Turkey. His next as-
signment was Kessler Air Force Base in Biloxi,
Mississippi where he became involved in the
civil rights movement. There, at a clergy con-
ference, he joined with Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. in singing ‘‘We Shall Overcome’’ in Hebrew
and English.

After Biloxi, he left the military chaplaincy to
take a civilian pulpit. Between 1964 and 1972,
when he joined Valley Beth Israel, he served
as the spiritual leader at synagogues in
Mattawan, New Jersey and Scottsdale, Ari-
zona. He and Miriam, his loving wife and part-
ner of forty-three years, have raised five won-
derful and accomplished children.

We are honored today to ask our colleagues
to join with us in saluting Rabbi Rubinstein for
his dedicated service and tireless leadership.
We wish him good health and every joy in his
retirement.
f

PASSING THE CONSERVATION AND
REINVESTMENT ACT

HON. JOHN D. DINGELL
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 27, 2000
Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, today one of

my hometown newspapers, the Detroit Free
Press, published the following editorial urging
the other body to pass H.R. 701, the Con-
servation and Reinvestment Act (CARA). As
my colleagues know, the House approved
CARA last month by an overwhelming bipar-
tisan margin.

The House bill may not be perfect, but
clearly it is a strong foundation for a landmark
conservation bill. The other body should pro-
ceed expeditiously so as not to let this once-
in-a-generation opportunity pass us by.

[FROM THE DETROIT FREE PRESS, JUNE 27,
2000]

LAND PLAN

WORTHWHILE CONSERVATION ACT STUCK IN
COMMITTEE

The country’s best chance in a century to
commit to conservation is staring it in the
face, and yet the means to make it happen
may not survive the U.S. Senate.

The Conservation and Reinvestment Act,
which provides hundreds of millions of dol-
lars for land acquisition and recreation
projects nationwide, sits in committee,
where it landed after the House passed it by

a 3–1 margin. The full Senate seems likely to
approve CARA, if it gets sprung from the
committee.

The act does not require any new money to
fund it. Rather it is the revival of a decades-
old promise that royalties from oil and gas
drilling on federal property would go toward
land preservation. In the meantime, the
money has been used to help mask the coun-
try’s deficit-spending habit, a maneuver
that’s no longer needed and ripe for Congress
to fix.

Some Western-state senators in key posi-
tions see CARA as a federal land grab, al-
though only a sixth of the money would go
toward federal purchases, and acquisitions
would require the consent of both the owner
and Congress. Far more would get funneled
to the states, to set their own balance be-
tween buying land and improving existing
public spaces.

One of CARA’s most exciting aspects, in
fact, is the ability to focus on smaller
projects than the federal government nor-
mally would, including urban green spaces,
walkways and small slices of important habi-
tat. For those with visions of a walkable
riverfront in Detroit, or selective preserva-
tion of natural spots in the path of develop-
ment, CARA is a dream come true—if the
senators controlling its fate will set it free.

f

HONORING HARRIS COUNTY COM-
MISSIONER JIM FONTENO AND
THE EAST HARRIS COUNTY SEN-
IOR CITIZENS

HON. KEN BENTSEN
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 27, 2000

Mr. BENTSEN. Mr. Speaker, today I honor
Harris County Commissioner Jim Fonteno and
the East Harris County Senior Citizens, which
celebrates its 25th anniversary this month.
The East Harris County Senior Citizens pro-
gram, which Commissioner Fonteno built from
the grassroots up, is a truly unique organiza-
tion that has touched the lives of thousands of
seniors in the eastern portion of Harris Coun-
ty, Texas for a quarter of a century. I com-
mend Commissioner Fonteno for starting this
vital program, and as we celebrate its anniver-
sary, we also celebrate the career of Fonteno
himself, the ‘‘Dean’’ of the Commissioners’
Court, who, after 25 years, recently an-
nounced that he will retire in 2002.

The East Harris County Senior Citizens
began in 1975, when the then newly-elected
Precinct Two Harris County Commissioner Jim
Fonteno offered his vision to create a program
to give back to area seniors. His vision, in-
spired by his desire to give the people ‘‘what
they asked for and what they needed,’’ was to
create a vehicle to deliver programs and serv-
ices to thousands of senior citizens and vet-
erans in the community. Despite the
naysayers who claimed it couldn’t be done,
Fonteno’s inspiration grew into a self-sup-
portive, nonprofit organization that now boasts
more than 350 senior citizens groups within its
boundaries. With the help of private organiza-
tions and many community partners and vol-
unteers, the East Harris County Senior Citi-
zens program is a model for the nation, and
is still growing strong.

Throughout its history, the East Harris
County Senior Citizens program has been
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dedicated to encouraging social and physical
activeness in seniors so that the humanity,
dignity, independence, and strengths of each
senior citizen is realized to the fullest. Through
the program, thousands of senior citizens who
otherwise would be unable to continue to de-
velop new friendships and remain a vital force
in their community, either because they lack
transportation or appropriate places to meet,
can reconnect with the world and continue to
contribute their considerable talents to the
community. The benefits of the community in-
volvement and services offered by the East
Harris County Senior Citizens to the lives of
the elderly are immeasurable.

Mr. Speaker, at a time when America is
aging and our parents are growing older, it is
imperative that programs such as the East
Harris County Senior Citizens exist to nurture
and support the elderly. Our elderly are a tre-
mendous asset and a source of great talent
and inspiration. I commend the East Harris
County Senior Citizens, Commissioner
Fonteno and all the volunteers for their good
works and for the organization’s great con-
tributions to the community, and I celebrate
with them in honor of their 25 years of public
service.
f

PROFILES OF SUCCESS HISPANIC
LEADERSHIP AWARDS

HON. ED PASTOR
OF ARIZONA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 27, 2000

Mr. PASTOR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize a special event in the State of Arizona,
the Annual Profiles of Success Hispanic Lead-
ership Awards presentation. This special event
is Arizona’s most prestigious Latin Awards
event. The luncheon is held in conjunction
with National Hispanic Heritage Month and co-
ordinated by Valle del Sol, Inc., a community-
based organization in Phoenix. This year
marks the 10th anniversary for Profiles of Suc-
cess.

Award recipients are selected for their sus-
tained service over a period of years. They
are considered for significant time devoted to
activities, services or issues beyond work or
family responsibilities; challenges met by the
nominee that were unusual; motivating others
through personal commitment and/or exem-
plary performance; creativity in devising new
and better ways of performing volunteer as-
signments or meeting the needs of the com-
munity; and leadership and betterment of the
community through undertakings that have
wide impact on a large number of people.

In the last 10 years, Profiles of Success
awards have been conferred in four categories
upon the following individuals:

Hall of Fame: Honorable Raul Castro, Maria
Luisa Urquides, Adam Diaz, Bennie M.
Gonzales, Dr. Maria Vega, Ruben Perez and
Silvestre Herrera, a Congressional Medal of
Honor recipient.

Exemplary Leadership: Toni-Maria Avila,
Rosie Lopez, Dr. Eugene Marin, Clara Ruiz
Engel, Roger C. Romero, Mary Rose Garrido
Wilcox, Ernest Calderon, Jose L. Conchola,
Dr. Elizabeth Valdez, Dr. Mary Jo Franco-
French, Jaime Gutierrez, Dr. Santos Vega,
Jose Cardenas, Tom Espinoza, Patricia Ruiz,
Dr. J. Oscar Maynes, Jr., Tommy Nun

˜
ez, Glo-

ria G. Ybarra, Sandra Ferniza, Daniel Ortega,
Jr., Art Othon, Patricia Escalante Garcia, Mar-
tin Sanmaniego, Tony Astorga, Eduardo Delci,
Armando Flores, and Hilda Ortega-Rosales.

Special Recognition: Margie Emmermann,
Cesar E. Chavez, Silvestre Herrera, Eugene
Brassard, Manuel ‘‘Lito’’ Pena, Jr., Raul
Lopez, Jess Torres, and Lorraine Lee.

Manuel Ortega Young Leaders Award:
Marisa Calderon.

This year’s recipients are: Eduardo ‘‘Lalo’’
Guerrero for Hall of Fame; Norma Guerra, Joe
Elias and Lucia Madrid for Exemplary Leader-
ship; Isabel Gonzales for the Manuel Ortega
Young Leaders Award; and John Valenzuela,
a South Tucson police officer who lost his life
in the line of duty, who is posthumously re-
ceiving Special Recognition.

Each of the Profiles of Success recipients
have stood out in the Latino community and
demonstrated uncommon courage against tre-
mendous odds. Words like dedication, integrity
and compassion are synonymous with their
names. Profiles of Success is the Latino com-
munity’s opportunity to honor these cham-
pions. Therefore, Mr. Speaker, I ask you and
my colleagues to join me in congratulating the
Profiles of Success winners and extending
them best wishes.
f
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The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 4690) making ap-
propriations for the Departments of Com-
merce, Justice, and State, the Judiciary, and
related agencies for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2001, and for other purposes.

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to include in the RECORD for the Com-
merce/State/Justice Appropriations bill a letter
with legislative history of the Clean Air Act re-
ported by Congressman JOHN DINGELL who
was the Chairman of the House Conference
on the Clean Air Act amendments of 1990. No
one knows the Clean Air Act like Congress-
man DINGELL. 

He makes clear, and I quote, ‘‘Congress
has not enacted implementing legislation au-
thorizing EPA or any other agency to regulate
greenhouse gases.’’

October 5, 1999.
Hon. DAVID M. MCINTOSH,
Chairman, Subcommittee on National Eco-

nomic Growth, Natural Resources, and
Regulatory Affairs, Committee on Govern-
ment Reform, Washington, DC.
DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: I understand that you

have asked, based on discussions between our
staffs, about the disposition by the House-
Senate conferees of the amendments in 1990
to the Clean Air Act (CAA) regarding green-
house gases such as methane and carbon di-
oxide. In making this inquiry, you call my
attention to an April 10, 1998 Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) memorandum enti-
tled ‘‘EPA’s Authority to Regulate Pollut-
ants Emitted by Electric Power Generation
Sources’’ and an October 12, 1998 memo-

randum entitled ‘‘The Authority of EPA to
Regulate Carbon Dioxide Under the Clean
Air Act’’ prepared for the National Mining
Association. The latter memorandum dis-
cusses the legislative history of the 1990
amendments.

First, the House-passed bill (H.R. 3030)
never included any provision regarding the
regulation of any greenhouse gas, such as
methane or carbon dioxide, nor did the bill
address global climate change. The House,
however, did include provisions aimed at im-
plementing the Montreal Protocol on Sub-
stances that Deplete the Ozone Layer.

Second, as to the Senate version (S. 1630)
of the proposed amendments, the October 12,
1998 memorandum correctly points out that
the Senate did address greenhouse gas mat-
ters and global warming, along with provi-
sions implementing the Montreal Protocol.
Nevertheless, only Montreal Protocol related
provisions were agreed to by the House-Sen-
ate conferees (see Conf. Rept. 101–952, Oct. 26,
1990).

However, I should point out that Public
Law 101–549 of November 15, 1990, which con-
tains the 1990 amendments to the CAA, in-
cludes some provisions, such as sections 813,
817 and 819–821, that were enacted as free-
standing provisions separate from the CAA.
Although the Public Law often refers to the
‘‘Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990,’’ the
Public Law does not specify that reference as
the ‘‘short title’’ of all of the provisions in-
cluded the Public Law.

One of these free-standing provisions, sec-
tion 821, entitled ‘‘Information Gathering on
Greenhouse Gases contributing to Global Cli-
mate Change’’ appears in the United States
code as a ‘‘note’’ (at 42 U.S.C. 7651k). It re-
quires regulations by the EPA to ‘‘monitor
carbon dioxide emissions’’ from ‘‘all affected
sources subject to title V’’ of the CAA and
specifies that the emissions are to be re-
ported to the EPA. That section does not
designate carbon dioxide as a ‘‘pollutant’’ for
any purpose.

Finally, Title IX of the Conference Report,
entitled ‘‘Clean Air Research,’’ was pri-
marily negotiated at the time by the House
and Senate Science Committees, which had
no regulatory jurisdiction under House-Sen-
ate Rules. This title amended section 103 of
the CAA by adding new subsections (c)
through (k). New subsection (g), entitled
‘‘Pollution Prevention and Control,’’ calls
for ‘‘non-regulatory strategies and tech-
nologies for air pollution prevention.’’ While
it refers, as noted in the EPA memorandum,
to carbon dioxide as a ‘‘pollutant,’’ House
and Senate conferees never agreed to des-
ignate carbon dioxide as a pollutant for regu-
latory or other purposes.

Based on my review of this history and my
recollection of the discussions, I would have
difficulty concluding that the House-Senate
conferees, who rejected the Senate regu-
latory provisions (with the exception of the
above-referenced section 821), contemplated
regulating greenhouse gas emissions or ad-
dressing global warming under the Clean Air
Act. Shortly after enactment of Public Law
101–549, the United Nations General Assem-
bly established in December 1990 the Inter-
governmental Negotiating Committee that
ultimately led to the Framework Convention
on Climate Change, which was ratified by
the United States after advice and consent
by the Senate. That Convention is, of course,
not self-executing, and the Congress has not
enacted implementing legislation author-
izing EPA or any other agency to regulate
greenhouse gases.

I hope that this is responsive.
With best wishes,

Sincerely,
JOHN D. DINGELL,
Ranking Member.
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SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate on February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules com-
mittee—of the time, place, and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled, and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.

As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for
printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on Monday and Wednesday of each
week.

Meetings scheduled for Thursday,
June 29, 2000 may be found in the Daily
Digest of today’s RECORD.

MEETINGS SCHEDULED

JUNE 30

9:30 a.m.
Governmental Affairs
Investigations Subcommittee

To continue hearings to examine the na-
tionwide crisis of mortgage fraud.

SD–342

JULY 11

10 a.m.
Judiciary

To hold hearings to examine the future
of digital music, focusing on whether
there is an upside to downloading.

SD–226
2 p.m.

Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs
Housing and Transportation Subcommittee

To hold hearings to examine the Federal
Transit Administration’s approval of
extension of the Amtrak Commuter
Rail contract.

SD–538
2:30 p.m.

Energy and Natural Resources
Water and Power Subcommittee

To hold hearings on S. 2195, to amend the
Reclamation Wastewater and Ground-
water Study and Facilities Act to au-
thorize the Secretary of the Interior to
participate in the design, planning, and
construction of the Truckee watershed
reclamation project for the reclama-

tion and reuse of water; S. 2350, to di-
rect the Secretary of the Interior to
convey to certain water rights to
Duchesne City, Utah; and S. 2672, to
provide for the conveyance of various
reclamation projects to local water au-
thorities.

SD–366

JULY 12

10 a.m.
Finance

To hold hearings on disclosure of polit-
ical activity of tax code section 527 and
other organizations.

SD–215
2:30 p.m.

Energy and Natural Resources
Forests and Public Land Management Sub-

committee
To hold oversight hearings on the Draft

Environmental Impact Statement im-
plementing the October 1999 announce-
ment by the Presidnet to review ap-
proximately 40 million acres of na-
tional forest for increased protection.

SD–366
Indian Affairs

To hold oversight hearings on risk man-
agement and tort liability relating to
Indian matters.

SR–485

JULY 13

9:30 a.m.
Energy and Natural Resources

To hold oversight hearings to examine
American gasoline supply problems.

SD–366

JULY 18

9:30 a.m.
Energy and Natural Resources

Business meeting to consider pending
calendar business.

SD–366

JULY 19

9:30 a.m.
Energy and Natural Resources

Business meeting to consider pending
calendar business.

SD–366
2:30 p.m.

Energy and Natural Resources
Water and Power Subcommittee

To hold oversight hearings on the status
of the Biological Opinions of the Na-
tional Marine Fisheries Service and the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service on the
operations of the Federal hydropower
system of the Columbia River.

SD–366

Indian Affairs
To hold oversight hearings on activities

of the National Indian Gaming Com-
mission.

SR–485

JULY 20

9:30 a.m.
Energy and Natural Resources

To hold oversight hearings on the United
States General Accounting Office’s in-
vestigation of the Cerro Grande Fire in
the State of New Mexico, and from
Federal agencies on the Cerro Grande
Fire and their fire policies in general.

SD–366
10 a.m.

Indian Affairs
To hold hearings on S. 2688, to amend the

Native American Languages Act to
provide for the support of Native Amer-
ican Language Survival Schools.

SR–485

JULY 26

10 a.m.
Governmental Affairs

To hold hearings on S. 1801, to provide
for the identification, collection, and
review for declassification of records
and materials that are of extraordinary
public interest to the people of the
United States.

SD–342
2:30 p.m.

Energy and Natural Resources
Forests and Public Land Management Sub-

committee
To hold oversight hearings on potential

timber sale contract liability incurred
by the government as a result of tim-
ber sale contract cancellations.

SD–366
Indian Affairs

To hold hearings on S. 2526, to amend the
Indian Health Care Improvement Act
to revise and extend such Act.

SR–485

JULY 27

10 a.m.
Indian Affairs

To hold oversight hearings on the Native
American Graves Protection and Repa-
triation Act.

SR–485

SEPTEMBER 26

9:30 a.m.
Veterans’ Affairs

To hold joint hearings with the House
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs on the
Legislative recommendation of the
American Legion.

345 Cannon Building
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